
 
 

Checklist of Important Compositional Qualities 
 

1. Demonstrates craftsmanship in orchestration and scoring 

2. Has melodic and contrapuntal interest 

3. Demonstrates style and/or expression 

4. Is consistent in style, clear ideas and quality throughout 

5. Elicits an emotional response, has emotional impact 

6. Has form-balance between repetition and contrast, shape and design 

7. Has ingenuity, originality 

8. Demonstrates harmonic imagination 

9. Contains rhythmic interest 

10. Demonstrates balance between repetition and too much repetition (predictability) 
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